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STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER SECTION 40 OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 


CRS/PS5/275 Item no. (5544 5 HOrtZ. 
is OPEN WITH EXCEPTION / * for the reasons set out below. 


* delete whichever is inapplicable 


The item described above contains information that has been exempted under sub-section 
33(1)(a) & (b) of the Archives Act 1983. 


Facts on which the decision is based: 


The documents contain information communicated to or shared with the Australian Government by a 
foreign government. It is possible that information in this file, if disclosed, could cause damage to the 
security, defence or international relations of the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Reasons for the decision: 


Section 33(1)(a) of the Archives Act 1983 provides that a record is exempt if it contains information 
or matter the disclosure of which under this Act could reasonably be expected to cause damage to the 
security, defence or international relations of the Commonwealth. 


International relations are dependent upon an appropriate flow of information in confidence 
between one country and another. If disclosure of information were to lessen the confidence of another 
country in the Australian Government, that is sufficient ground for a finding that disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to damage international relations. 


Section 33(1)(b) of the Archives Act 1983 provides that a record is exempt if it contains 
information or matter communicated in confidence by or on behalf of a foreign government, an authority of 
a foreign government or an international organization to the Government of the Commonwealth, to an 
authority of the Commonwealth or to a person receiving the communication on behalf of the 
Commonwealth or of an authority of the Commonwealth, being information or matter the disclosure of 
~which under this Act would constitute a breach of that confidence. 


y/ 
Decision maker : 
Designation : Asoc = T Gout) 
Date ; | 8/6 Jos 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER SECTION 40 OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 


CRS ME SHphiiem no, ALBA AS EL/IZ KOK? 
is OPEN WITH EXCEPTION / GEQSED * for the reasons set out below. 


The heading/s below indicate that the item contains information of the kind described, which is 
exempt under section 33 of the Archives Act 1983. The reasons for exemption and the relevant 
Archives Act exemption category are given in each instance. 


The names or signatures of officers of ASIO. 


Facts 
The record contains the name, signature or initials of an officer of ASIO. 


There has existed and still exists an understanding between ASIO and its employees that the 
anonymity of those employees should be preserved. That preservation extends to retired and 
deceased officers. 


Reasons 

1. Paragraph 33(1)(a) of the Archives Act provides that a record is exempt from public access if it 
contains information or matter the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to cause damage 
to the security of the Commonwealth. 


The public release of the name, signature or initials of an ASIO officer, whether the officer is 
serving, retired or dead, would assist ASIO's targets in identifying personnel who may be, or who 
may have been, engaged in security operations against them. Such disclosure could reasonably be 
expected to cause damage to the security of the Commonwealth.The information is therefore exempt 
from public access under paragraph 33(1)(a) of the Archives Act. ' 


2. Paragraph 33(1)(d) of the Archives Act provides that a record is exempt from public access if it 
contains information or matter the disclosure of which would constitute a breach of confidence. 


In view of the understanding that exists between ASIO and its employees, referred to above, 
disclosure of the names of employees of ASIO would be a breach of confidence.The information is 
therefore exempt from public access under paragraph 33(1)(d) of the Archives Act. 


3. Paragraph 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act provides that a record is exempt from public access if it 
contains information or matter the disclosure of which would involve the unreasonable disclosure of 
information relating to the personal affairs of any person (including a deceased person). 


Some members of the public may take an unfavourable view of ASIO and its employees. Release of 
the names of employees of ASIO could result in the embarrassment or harrassment of those 
employees or their families. This would constitute an unreasonable disclosure of information 
relating to the personal affairs of a person (including a deceased person). The information is 
therefore exempt from public access under paragraph 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act. 


4. In addition to the three grounds of exemption set out above, section 92 of the ASIO Act 1979 
prohibits publication of the identity of current and former officers of ASIO. 


“Delete whichever is inapplicable. 


MIO 5 (eo) 
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Pile Noe 1531/73 


The Department of External Affairs presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of France and has the honour to refer 
to the Department's Note of 27th July 1964, file No. 1531/73» 
concerning further enquiries regarding the whereabouts of 
Mr. Bachelor Krebl and Mr. Charles Rouyer. 

The appropriate Australian authorities have advised 
that although a thorough and careful search has been made of all 
available records no record can be found of Mr. Krebl. 

A letter has been sent to Mr. Charles Rouyer, 
informing him of the enquiry. 

The Department availe iteelf of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy of France the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 


CANBERRA. A.0.7. 
10th August, 1964. 
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TELEP HON” 12. 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 


DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION, 
a NBERRA, A.C.T. 
iD 
| EPARTMENT QF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANBERRA 


uth August, 1964. 


File No, 4 AUG 1964 


d3,f 74 
NOM, INT X oes {DEX 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


° A.C.T. 


FRENCH NATIONALS IN AUSTRALIA 
Whereabouts enquiry by French Consulate-General in Sydney 
Your reference 4 


Enguiries concerning Mr. Bachelor Krebl and 
Charles Rouyer, have been completed, but unfortunately it has 


not been possible to locate Bachelor Krebl. 
Charles Rouyer and family are residing at 27 
Charlotte Street, Paddington, Brisbane, Queensland. 
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS : . . IN ‘REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 


; COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA oF 


DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION, 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 


17th July, 1964. 
The Secretary, 


Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Attention: Mr. Richard Down. 


French Nationals in Australia - 


Whereabouts enauiry by French Consulate-General 
in oydney. 


I refer to your memorandum 1513/73 of 2nd 
June, 1964, and am attaching copies of correspondence 
forwarded to your Department in Sydney by our office in 
that city. 


Further enguiries are being made in an effort 
to locate Mr. Bachelor Krebl and Charles Rouyer and family. 


RA 
(A Nerds. 
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1662/75007 


20th April, 1964. 


Attached for your attention is a copy of a letter from the : ae 
French Consulate-General requesting the addresses of certain migrants. iu ved 


{ 
There is no record in this offico of the persons names KREBL i 
and ROUYER; the registered address of Roland REGHADI and his wife is 39 ed 
Glenmore Road, Paddingtons that of Emile VICENTE and family, 7 Sycamore Street, 
Leetons the others are recorded as residing at Villawood Hostel. 


q 
I have advised the French Consul that his enquiry has ieee? Sed 
. aa 


referred to yous ! 
(J. CLIFFE) CS SR See tee 

Commonwealth Migration Officer. 

The Secretary, | | | | | 
Department of External Atteize, ag ? , pepe ros. 


Commonve2lth Centre, — 
Elizabeth Street, 
SYDNEY e NeSeWe - 


SNe wr 
e ‘ ibe be . ot. 
«* . pee . 


‘ ‘ 
CE Bs 8 
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Baie Pie Bae Fes sews 


20th April, 1964. 


‘As Lorand, Esqe, 


Acting Consul-General, _—.. 
Consulate-General of France, 
84 Pitt Street, . 


SYDNEY. N.SeWe 


Dear li. lorand, 


I refer to your letter of the 14th April, 1964, concete. 
the addresses of certain French nationals and advise that your enquiry has 
been referred to the Department of External Affairs, which Department will 


reply to you direct. 
| Yours sincerely, 


(J. CLIFFE) 
Commonwealth Migration Officer. 
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~CONSt““AT GENERAL DE FRANCE . 
Noo Af / | | Sydney, 14th April, l e aes 
. Director of Immigration, 
Immigration Department, 
Commonwealth Centres 
Elizabeth Strest, 
SYDNEY. 
any" Dear Sir, 

The Department of External Affairs in Paris has asked 
me for the addresses of the following people who have migrated 
to Australia, since the lst August 1963. All of whom received 
an allowance from the French Government before leaving France. 

I should be obliged if you could let me know the 
places of oo of $ 

y (C8007 § 
Fo. 63 Villawood —Nel be —~ AGOULMINE) Roger and his wife Watchmaker 
° _ # Ne —- DANCAKtKarcb, his wife, three children driver 
: 4a | “4 —- DANCE Georges, his wifey one child technical agent 
i Ny, . - KREBL, Bachelor electrician 
Mi Glcinicumse Ka -, 2, ae oN REGHADI Roland, and his wife foreman 
aie “HO ROUYER Charles, wife and two children stonemason 
th e--Noo® VICENTE Emile, wife and three children technical agent 
| # wbEVlluugedk.-- Ne Mer SEGURA Lucien, and his wife insurance agent - 
‘ie | | 
: ‘| thank you for your co-operation in this matter, 
a. Yours faithfully. 
‘| . Le Conswl adjoint 
Gorant Ic Consulat + sxerals 
© = 2 as ned _ a toes > pee io e pee da ES 
I Ss ON ee ay PORTE ee See aan ees 
eM Of Australia os) ee NAALAT838, 1931/73 PART 2. 
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TELEPH 


TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS ; 


“IMMIGRATION."* CANBERRA to 45 86 
Ye —iy : -"o CAE A 
¢ COMMONER XTERNAL AFFAIRS] | : 


IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 


CANBERRA 


JD 
File No; é ol We Berra, AGT. 
now, DEX 218 GOA 5} - 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 4<Gis2e 


French Repatriates from North Africa 


A suggestion has been made to this Department by 
Monsignor G.M. Crennan, P.A., National Director of the 
Federal Catholic Immigration Committee that French repatriates 
from North Africa might be suitable as settlers in various 
areas of Australia. 


Enquiries have been made of the Land Settlement 
authorities in the various States, and the terms under which 
such persons may be able to secure leaseholds have been set 
out in the letters which we received from them. The main 
content of these letters is contained in the attached copies 
of a circular letter to our Migration Officer in Paris and 
our State offices and of a letter to the Rt. Reverend 
Monsignor G.M. Crennan, P.A. 


It is requested that the information contained in 


these letters should be passed to the French Embassy in the 
appropriate way. 


ey ve fly Jon 
(P.R. Pon 7ah 


Secretary 
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AMBABSADE DE FRANCE 
pe eal Canberra, le 22 mai 1964 


$ 


L'Ambassade de France présente ses compliments au 
Département des Affaires Extérieures et a l'honneur d'attirer 
son attention sur la requéte présentée le 14 avril 1964 par le 
Consulat Général de France 4 Sydney au Service Fédéral de 
1'Immigration en vue de connaftre l'adresse de onze familles 
francaises, installées depuis neuf mois en Australie. 


En effet, il stagit de personnes venant d'Outre-—Mer 
et qui avaient exprimé au Ministére francais des Rapatriés 
leur désir de s'établir en Australie. Les autorités francaises 
souhaiteraient donc savoir si elles se sont bien adaptées a 
leurs nouvelles conditions d'existence, A cette fin, cette 
Ambassade serait reconnaissante au Département des Affaires 
Extérieures, aqui a di &tre saisi de cette question par les 
Services d'Immigration du Commonwealth, de mettre le Consulat 
Général de France 4 Sydney en mesure de prendre contact avec 
les familles dont il s'agit. 


L'Ambassade de France saisit cette occasion pour 
renouveler au Sill ae oe al pc yaa ban les assu- 


DEPARTEMENT DES AFFAIRES EXTE 
CANBERRA A.C.T. 
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; 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, % 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 


Our Reference 153 1/7 3 


Telephone: M 2853 
Date: 44th March, 1964 


; The Secretary 

MEMO TO: ’ 

Department of Immigration, © 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


SUBJECT: Immigration Applications by Algerian Farmers 


YOUR REFERENCE: 


| x | Referred for information. 
2 Referred for advice, please. 


(H.p-H. oles) 


DISTRIBUTION: 


LION, 
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THIS PAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE. nee 
SCANNING THIS ITEM AT A HIGHER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEGIBILITY. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
27 


Record of conversation between Mr. K. McDonald, 
‘hird Secretary and Mr. Luig Lotti ounsellor 


4mm £7 ation salian Embassy. 


Mr. Ciotti called on me on 19th July, on instructions 
from Rome, to enquire about our policy on immigration from 
Algeria. I explained that in Paris, of course, we were mainly 
concerned with French citizens although there were other 
nationalties involved in the present exodus. As far as we 
were eoncerned French repatriates from Algeria were considered 
in the same way as any other French citizens, We had, though, 
made one small exception to our general rules. While migration 
offices in one country did not normally accept applications 
for visas from residents of another country, we were prepared 
to accept applications from French pepple who were still resident 
in Algeria, on the condition that they came to France for 
processing. We were not mounting any special campaign to attract 
ex-Algerian residents to Australia, except in so far as they 
responded to our general appeal for more French immigrants. 


Mr. Ciotti asked what was the position of Italian 
nationals repatfiated from Algeria . I explained that if they 
applied to this office they would normally have to have a sponsor 
in Australia before we could accept their application. However 
if they were resident in Italy they would come under our Italian 
programme and in certain circumstances, I understood, could go 
to Australia without sponsorship. 


Mr. Ciotti observed, in confidence, that while it 
was almost impossible to foresee, at this stage, what was going 
to happen to the European population, the Italian Government 
were a little anxious about prospects of a sudden return of 
large numbers of Italian nationals from Algeria should conditions 
for Europeans there become intolerable. The Italian Government 
would be interested to know if migration to Australia provided 
a solution to the problems of repatriates. I said that provided 
they met our normal requirements they would be eligible to 
migrate to Australia. I added, though, that it was my impression 
that most Europeans who left Algeria and returned to their mother 
countries would settle there. Our experience led me to believe 
_ that for various reasons, mainly economic, we would not develop 
a large programme of emmigration among French repatriates. 
This may not necessarily be the case however in regard to Italian 
nationals. 


Paris 19th July, 1962. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 


Our Reference 1S 3/ / 7 % 
Telephone: M 


Date: 18/7 [br 


MEMO TO: ie 
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SUBJECT: 


M16 1477 ON FK on 


YOUR REFERENCE: 


| | Referred for information. 
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FA ANCE 
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es Referred for advice, please. 


DISTRIBUTION: 
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OUTWARD CABLEGRAM 


0. 07919 


Dated: 14th May 1962 
¥V70 


Australian Embassy, 
p | 


PRESS 


608. UNCLASSIFIED 


Your 581 ° 


Following is text of Minister's statements 


on reply to questions on 8th May: 


Begins: 


Immigration 


‘Mr, Fairbairn. - Is the Minister 
aware that considerable interest has 


for 
been shown 


in the possibility of migration to Australia of French 


people in Algeria who are 
do not wish to go 
of the Department of Immi ration 
e necessary information to intending migrants? 
passage schemes are available in this area, 


or Oran to giv 


What assisted 


particularly for skilled or 


Mr. Downer - The 


anxious to leave Algeria but who 
Are officers 
either Algiers 


to metropolitan France? 
stationed in 


semi-skilled tradesmen? 


Department of Immigration and 


T have been aware for some time of the possibilities of 


attracting to Australia, European 
Arrangements were made a 


Africa. 


stationed in Paris 
possibilities © 
too early yet t 
but I am ho 
and the exodus of people from North Africa to 
Australia may 
could, 
skill, who could make valuable, 


be, 


France, 
suggests it 


the future. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


OUTWARD CABLEGRAM 


MEH 0. 07919 


The honorable member also asked what 
assisted passage arrangement would be available. For 
the best part of the last three vears a general assisted 


° ‘ > ° 


passes scheme has been ft | ine Pench 

el sizens ‘er which a} Min here can 
obtain sisted passage te. extent of L71/¢/t 
pro rate rates or children, Uh’: gene 1 asetated 
P8ssage use Will apply, of course, to the people 


4 


mentioned by my honorable friend, 


Mr, Uren = I address a question to the 
Minister for Immigration supplementary to that asked by 


v 
" 


the honorable member for Farrer If North African French 
are included in our assisted migrants scheme, does the 
Government intend to screen the prerored migrants fr 
secret ermy organization and anti-Mosliem activities? 


Mr, Downer = Whate. 
Ale 


| rer French settlers we 
get from metropolitan France Alger 


ri@, or any other French 
¢ 


territory, will enter Australia Subject to the usual 
screening and immigration requirements which are applied 


to all inten ding settlers hand 


there will be no 
relaxation of our customary standards, 


SS AS Se ee 


MIN. & DEPT.E.A. (169/2/2/7) ‘ 
MIN, & DEPT IMMIGRATION | Si 
P.M's 14th May, 1962 | a 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


OUTWARD CABLEGRAM 


0. O7919 


Dated: 14th May 1962 
1700 


Australian Embassy, 
P 


RESS 


608.6 UNCLASSIFIED 
Your 581. 


: Following is text of Minister's statements 
gn reply to questions on 8th Mays 


Begins: 


tMr, Fairbairn. - Is the Minister for 
Immigration aware that considerable interest has been shown 
in the possibility of migration to Australia of French 
people in Algeria who are anxious to leave Algeria but who 
do not wish to go to metropolitan France? Are officers 
of the Department of Immi vration stationed in either Algiers 
or Oran to give necessary information to intending migrants? 
What assisted passage schemes are available in this area, 
particularly for skilled or semi-skilled tradesmen? 


Mr. Downer - The Department of Immigration and 
T have been aware for some time of the possibilities of 
attracting to Australia, European French people in North 
Africa, Arrangements were made a few months ago for officers 
stationed in Paris to visit Algiers to inquire into the 
possibilities referred to by my honorable friend. itis 
too early yet to say what the fruits of this inquiry will 
be, but 1 am hopeful that, in view of the unrest in Algeria 
and the exodus of people from North Africa to metropolitan 
France, Australia may benefit, as the honorable member 
suggests it could, by the acquisition of men with considerable 
skill, who could make valuable, citizens of Australia in 
the future. / 


2/ eee 


, Nope = mapula po 


(Nlen uz antile 2) 
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i DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. / 7 


OUTWARD CABLEGRAM 


MEH 0. 07919 
| cease 
The honorable member also asked what as 
assisted passage arrangement would be available. For seis 
the best part of the last three years a general assisted | SANE 
passage scheme has been in operation covering French pS) 
citizens under which approved Frenchmen coming here can eas 
obtain assisted passage benefits to the extent of £71/8/¢ with AAS: 
pro rata rates or children. This general assisted «NESS 
passaye scuewe will apply, of course, to the people SESE 
mentioned by my honorable friend. ESTES! 
ZStaNt: 
Mr, Uren = I address a question to the Base 
Minister for Immigration supplementary to that asked by Bok 
the honorable member for Farrer, If North African French HSS 
are included in our assisted migrants scheme, does the —«aSEaSE 


Government intend to screen the proposed migrants ir 
secret army organization and anti-Moslem activities? 


n> Pa a 
PAR HASH 
MANN As 


Mr, Downer = Whatever French settlers we 
get from metropolitan France Algeria, or any other French 
territory, will enter Australia subject to the usual 
screening and immigration requirements which are applied 
to all intending settlers here, There will be no 
relaxation of our customary standards, 


MIN. & DEPT E.A, (167/2/2/7) 
MIN. & DEPT IMMIGRATION 


P.M's 14th May, 1962 
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AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY, 
PARIS. 


Tt May, 1962 
(5 3/[7 3 


CANBERRA 


PU 


Ref: 63/1/73. 
Memo No.28/ 


4th May, 1962. 


The ‘mensighe! 
Department a "External Affairs 
Canberra. ee T. 


Immiscration - Algeria 


Ve recently heard of a case of two prospective 
migrants oh Canada, who had received their visas, and who 
told the British Vice Consul in Oran that they could not 
leave Algeria because of 0.A.5. threats Two other migrants 
had also told him that they could not complete formalities 
for the same reason. 


Ze The British Consulate General in Algiers says that 

it is undoubtedly the case that Europeans are “being prevented 
from leaving the country by the 0.A.S. by intimidation, and 

by obstructionism, on Q.A.S. orders, in travel agencies and 
airline offices etc. They add that it is in practice extremely 
difficult for people to leave Algeria unless they have obtained 
some kind of permission from the 0.A.5S. 


Gina afl 


(kK. McDonald) 
Third Secretary F 
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167/2/2/7 
22nd March, 1962. 


ALGERIA 


THE MINISTER Now that negotiations between the French 
Government and the Provisional Algerian Government 
have produced agreement on a cease fire, it is felt 
that we should consider the nature of Australia's 
relations with the Provisional Algerian Government 
in the light of preparations for Algeria's 
independence, 


United Kingdom Policy 


26 Until after the referendum on the future 
of Algeria, which is to be held in July, and until 
it becomes clear that Algeria has assumed full 
Sef poy peer be for her international relations, the 
United Kingdom, while cultivating oo unofficial 
contacts with certain of the Algerian leaders, will 
avoid doing anything which could be interpreted as 
inpagiae “agape: of the Provisional Algerian 
vernmente 


36 In the United Kingdom view the interim 
period before the referendum will be regarded as 
comparable to the period of internal self-government 
which has preceded independence in British colonies. 


French Policy 


be We understand that cnying period 
preceding the referendum France will continue to 
regard herself as responsible for the conduct of the 
international relations of Algerias 


Australian Policy 


56 We consider that Australia should not go 
further than Britain in its Algerian policy. At the 
game time we see no reason to adopt a more 
conservative attitude than Britain or the other 

In the light of uaa 


representatives abroad, including the Provi 
Algerian Government Foreign Ministry in Cairo. 


Recommendation 
6. It is recommended that ¢ 


(a) ng the establishment of Algeria as an 
pendent country there is no objection to 
unobtrusive and unofficial contacts between 
our missions and Algerian or with the 
Algerian Foreign Ministry in Cairo. 
nothing should be done which could be 
interpreted as implying recognitions 


Bak. : ‘ihitaialaae lh 
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ALGERIA = AUSTRALIAN POLICY TOWARDS THE G.P.ReAs 


Now that negotiations between the French 
Government and the Provisional Algerian Government have 
produced agreement on a case fire consideration is being 
given to the nature of Australia's relations with the 
Provisiona} Algerian Government in the light of 
preparations for Algeria's independence. 

United Kingdom Policy | 

2 We understand that until after the referendum 
on the future of Algeria which it is hoped to hold from 
three to four months after the cagse fire and until it 
becomes Clear that Algeria has assumed full 
responsibility for her international relations, the 
United Kingdom, while cultivating purely unofficial 
contacts with certain of the Algerian leaders, will 
avoid doing anything which could be interpreted as 
implying recognition of the Provisional Algerian 
Government. 

36 In the United Kingdom view the interim 

period before the referendum will be regarded as 
comparable to the period of internal self-government 
which has preceded independence in British colonies. 
French Policy 

4. We understand that during the period preceding 
the referendum France will continue to regard herself as 
responsible for the conduct of the international 
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relations of Algeria. ‘The French will presumably wish te 

be the arbiters of the point at which recognition should 

be given to an independent Algeria by their allies. 
Australian Policy 

De We consider that, while Australia should not go 
further than the United Kingdom or other principal Western 
powers, there is no reason for us to adopt a more 
conservative policy than they in our relations with the 
Provisional Algerian Government, Indeed, since Algeria will 
be an influential North Arrican country and in the light of 
our present policy of establishing contact with newly 
independent African Governments, there could be some 
advantage in some early if unofficial contacts between our 
missions and Algerian representatives abroad. 

6. The Minister has accordingly approved that, pending 
the establishment of Algeria as an independent country and 
the assumption of the conduct of the foreign relations by an 
Algerian Government there is no objection to discreet 
unofficial contacts between Australian missions and members 
of G.»P.R.A. missions or (in the case of Cairo) the G.P.R.A. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Posts should however avoid 
anything which could be interpreted as implying recognition 
of the G.P.R»A. such as the exchange of official calls 
between Ambassadors, official correspondence with G.P.R.A. 
missions, and sé on. 

7 Further instructions may be needed from time to 
time in the light of the developing situation, and posts 
should refer to Canberra for instructions if doubts arise as 


to the course they should pursue. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


(Attention Mr. R.L. Harry) 


Migration Activities in Algeria 


Thank you for your memorandum No. 1531/73 
and 167/2/2/T oni the above subject. 


Dealing with the possible political and 
other considerations you have outlined, I would like 
to make the following observationss 


(a) I doubt whether the reservations expressed 
by the Prime Minister about the suitability 
of Belgians from the Belgian Congo would 
necessarily apply also to French Algerians, 
Those reservations were made two years ago 
and related substantially to a proposal, which 
did not emanate from this Department, for the 
possible recruitment of Belgians from the 
Congo for employment in New Guinea, With 
French Algerians any recruitment on our part 
would be on the basis that if they proposed 
to resettle elsewhere they could have an 
opportunity of doing so in Australia, subject 
to their meeting our normal selection criteria, 
Financial assistance rendered by the Common- 
wealth Government towards the cost of their 
movement to Australia would be on the basis 
of the General Assisted Passage Scheme which 
would involve them in paying the greater part 
of their passages. Any suggestion that we 
may be considered as a refuge for the white 
population of African territories could I feel 
be refuted by the fact that we are recruiting 
European migrants from various countries of the 
world of which Algeria is simply another area, 


It is intended that the Australian Ambassador 
in Paris should be asked,through your Depart-— 
ment, to sound out the French Government on 
our proposals with the object of obtaining 
their agreement before any action is taken 

to implement the proposals, 


(c) (i) & (ii) This is conceded and we would not, 
of course, set up a Migration Mission in 
Algeria before examining the realities of the 
situation there, 
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(a4) The question of eligibility of prospective 
nigrants of Moorish descent or with Moorish 
wives would depend a good deal on the kind 
of migrants offering, their trade skills, 
and other factors in individual family units. 
If a Mission were operating in Algeria it 
would determine the eligibility of applicants 
by interview. If selection were made ‘dn 
paper" in France as a result of applications 
submitted from Algeria, the results may be 
less satisfactory to us but would eliminate 
the possible embarrassment you mention, 


I would agree with you that if conditions 
in Algeria resulted in large numbers of people being 
repatriated to France selection could take place quite 
readily in that country with the concurrence of the 
French Government, At present it seems quite impossible 
to gauge just what will happen in French Algeria in the 
immediate future and it may be as well to wait until the 


jc | tow || situation is further clarified before we consider the 
a ae nature of our approach to nch Gove 7 = 


y 


(P.R. HEYDON) 
Secretary 
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February 9, 1962. 


Dr. E.R. Walker, C.BeE. 
ralian Ambassador, 
Embassy, 


In connection with your memorandum No.12 
of 3rd January, 1962 (your file 63/1/3) we enclose 
a copy of let we have sent to the Department of 
Immigration and should appreciate your comments 


(ReLe Harry) 


Encl. 
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1531/73 
February 6, 1962. 
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rire Go/65965) we attach the original ef Mrs Los 
report on his visit to Algeria 2th 
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implications of 
general question of a 


(J.R. Rowland) 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
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